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your doublet ' *, we may perhaps infer that there was at
least some admixture of cotton in the material. The fact
that cotton wool was rated at ninepence the pound in 1581 2
suggests that it was not a luxury article, but was imported in
sufficient quantities to allow it to be sold at the same price
as sheep's wool was then sold 3.
Beginnings The earliest historian of the cotton manufacture dis-
°/otfon covered no mention of it in England before 1641 4 ; but a
letter of the Levant Company 4a, instructing its factors at
Aleppo to send cotton yarn for making fustians, carries back
the history of the English cotton industry to the year 1586.
A petition assigned to 1621 throws further light. It
recited that " about twenty years past divers people in
this kingdom, but chiefly in the county of Lancaster,
have found out the trade of making of other fustians
made of a kind of bombast or down — being a fruit of
the earth growing upon little shrubs or bushes, brought
into this kingdom by the Turkey merchants from Smyrna,
Cyprus, Acre and Sidon — but commonly called cotton wool ;
and also of linen yarn most part brought out of Scotland,
and othersome made in England, and no part of the same
fustians of any [sheep's] wool at all ". It was added that
" at the least forty thousand pieces of fustian of this kind "
were made yearly 5. It has been conjectured that the cotton
manufacture was established in England by refugees from
the Netherlands 6 ; and it is not improbable that they were
responsible, if not for its introduction, at any rate for its
expansion. Near the end of the sixteenth century there was
an attempt to set up the industry in York — aji inhabitant
of Hartlepool undertaking to make fustians and employ not
less than fifty persons in carding and spinning cotton wool 7.
1 Hist. MSS. Comm. vi. 570.
*	Acts of the Privy Council, 1581—1582, p. 104.
8 For the price of sheep's wool in 1581, see Rogers, A History of
Agriculture and Prices, v. 408 ; vi, 344.
*	Baines, History of the Cotton Manufacture, 100.
4a See infra, Appendix, p. 482, No. I.
5 Price, " On the Beginning of the Cotton Industry in England " in
The Quarterly Journal of Economics, xx. 612. Fustian was a mixture of
linen and cotton. It is therefore significant that as early as 1572 Lancashire
and Cheshire, ' especially about Manchester ', used Irish linen yarn : State
Papers Ireland, 1509-73, p. 469 ; Longfield, " Anglo-Irish Trade in the
Sixteenth Century ".in Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, xxxvi. 326.
8 Baines, History of the Cotton Manufacture, 101.
7 Victoria County History, "Yorkshire, iii. 469 (1597).

